Four Days in Bosnia
Background

The Archaeology Practise qf Newcastle University have for some years been involved in a research project
in Bosnia; this trip, by Richard Carleton (who works for the Practise) and Peter Ryder was made with the
intention of recording a selection of the fast-disappearing vernacular buildings in the area.

Saturday 28th April. Getting There

Landing at Z-adar feft fike Janding on a building site (or do Ryanair afways land fike this 7). a bone-jarring thump then a
shuddering roar of brakes untif, thankffully, movement ceased - and afl the passengers applauded! Outside was a clean and shining
new terminal huilding and above it a clear Jate evening sKy - strange as the whele journey from Stansted seemed to have been spent
ploughing through thick cloud: We were not booked'in anywhere, but Richard practised kis LDosniac (formerly Serbo- Groat)
and a couple of tani rides Jater we arrived at a seafront youth hostel that provided basic but guite satisfactory accommodation.

Sunday 29" April. A Landscape with Ghosts

ﬁreak}‘;wt @f Jort&) came in emcﬁanje fér a fittle blue ticket  given to us on arrival - two sfices of bread and three fittle Jaac@ge& -
one a cube of‘ butter, on atub ‘?f two-tone irow‘n/ white  grease ( Ifurocrem )Jtz'ckj/ and sweet, and the third a transfucent orange jef
cfaz'mz'nj to be marmalade. The dvink was rearljl—&ujarec[ ﬁuit tea - zf you wanted co]?cée it would be extra. Jhen into a taxi again
and back to the airport, with jth a jfimfa“e (?f‘ the church spires OJ[ the fistoric a?}/ centre. 5% the airport we Jn'ck;scf up our hire car,
a brand new fittfe t/z;*ee—c!}/fz'mﬁer Ghevrolet.

37;671 north, tﬁ}oujﬁ sad. - Jaface&, the zy%ermat/; (?f the most recent oJC fur(yae ’J wars, when the re:yion& three ethnic - groups, tat%fic
troatz'an&, @rt/kdimc Derbs and’ ﬁc&nitm %inm& féff out catastrg]o/ficaffy. W;tz'onaﬁeftic Jaofz'tz'a'ana" in derbia and Croatia,
and the concept of‘ ofd jn'evancea“ still to settfe afi&er Mrfz[ Mr fj ﬁnnecf the f]ame&. ?fz;re it was the derl fcz]au/atz'on that
ffet[, feavz'nj belind ruined” w'ffaye af}er ruined- w'fftge. The derbs kad a t[a] s notice to escape north, those who J“L‘l{}/e([ (fmjef!}/ the
efclér‘f}/ ) were butchered the next JZI}/ in what the Groatians termed” l@feratz’on Storm’ ( (Gfuja ) We Jtyafef in Obrovac where
thereis a frovocatz'vef -tithed” ’(Ca]pé @fujd "in the square; were the jrizzfet[ Jocals who sat ﬁz’ngz’nj coﬁée in the sunshine
invelved in the bloodshed ﬁﬁeen years ago 7 W;t a Jaface to Jtay fonj. Faded tyri/fz’c Jcrg']ot (tﬁ?; fzmjuzye ?]p the @rt%d&m, now'
outfawecl) announced that a clécayinj Jaroi]oer?}/ had once been the vz'ffzye bread.. J/lé]ﬂ. %‘j/; above on a crag the red, white and blue
ﬁtg (7[‘ Victorious Groatia ffeuf ﬁom the ﬁzymenta):}/ ruin (gp a medieval castle.

Leaving the coast with its ridges and infets, the road now hair-pinned up into dry fimestone mountains capped by cragqy tors fike
miniature Delemites, befere a pass and'a sudden change-of-Jandscape into undiulating hill country, greener now, with hroad closed
depressions detted with small trees - pofjes (felds). There must be caves arcund; altheough all we saw was one gloomy orifice in a
read cutting. ‘We stopped for coffee at l»&am’, where the bellcote of an ofd church rose from trees a few hundred metres above the
road. Jhe trees concealed the ruins of avillage; it could kave been abandoned centuries age, hut kere we Jearned a common theme in
these parts - thing are often net as ofd as they Jook. Jt was the war again; out of a Jocal pepulation of 700 Serh fumilies, enly one

ol couple had returned to their roadiide bungafow. The chirch had a metal sheet roof; and had clearfy Jong served as an animal
shelter - it was « Werld War I abandsrment, patchod up in the 19505 by a focal who had'mads good'in the T ST, a simple
rectangle with a narrower apsidal sanctuary, the chirch could well have heen medieval afthough the boarded wagen reof was net
original, replacing one with a steeper pitch, the fine of which remained visible on the bellcote.

Fnother farger church of basically the same design stood roofless by the roadsids at R orenica a fou kon further north. Jnstead f a
bellcote this had a foﬁy western tower, with a corbelled-out parapet now reduced’to a few dangfing ﬁajmento“). A couple of Jocal
men were tidying the graveyard and were pleased to see us; this church too had been wrecked in Werld War IJ. The problem with



this Joface was not the Jaegfa/é, tﬁ%y satd (ﬂvwen’nj their voz'ce&) it was the Jao/z'tz'cz'zm&.
37;8 ﬁor([ér

Two conjoined but very modern ﬁontz'er - posts usher one out o}p Groatia and into Dosnia; their un?ﬁvmezf inmates peer hard at

passports, but there was no real’ Jorob-fem. We were now into ﬁiﬁ&fz’m furg]ye; every w’ffzye fhadits mosque. The Fz('yjeat ones, with
cmes and sometimes twin minarets, often sited conspicucusly on hilftops, are cften recent, huift wi audi-Crabian money.

& o sometimes twin minaret tted conspicucushy on killt t, built with S audi-orabi

Some ?f' the ofder ones Jooked' fér all the world fike az‘;tﬁot[i&t C/ﬁgyefs, stmple hoxes with" vzyuefy Geothic windows, but with the

addition of‘ course 'ff the minaret. ‘We tha(]aez[ in the town of‘ ﬁz’/fac; taken é:}/ the Ottoman fmfz’re in 1592, the nave of‘ its

medieval church was converted into a mosque and a minaret built onto the west end. Ioo@nj around the town there was not/fz'nj efse

to indicate the ﬁz’t/f gp its occupants - modes x?f dress, the adverts on the billboards, the bars, were all the same as one mg’jﬁ% ﬁnt[ in

any cé'jout/fern fur(z]oean town.

@Jtrozac

%ﬁout 10 km north of‘ ﬁio/fac the road. Jucﬁlénfy climbed” up the steep stde of‘ the river vaf/ey, to the town OJF Ostrozac, overfooked
l{_}/ a great castle string out af«mj a narrow spur. Thits was the onfy castfe in ﬁozm'a we had to pay to enter, ertfy because it
doubles up asa qu(f]ature JaarE Ohne enters b:}/ a en'm(];'/é jate/fouae f]am@f b:}/ the tall curtain qf‘ the inner /ﬁzz'ﬁay; the outer bailey is
farje 6171{ doubles up asa qu[]oture Jaar,{'). %t the ﬁr endis a furt/fer arc/ﬁwg/ featﬁ'nj toa jrant[ but derefict mansion Of‘ c 1900,
incorporating some medieval towers. Jhe inner [az'fey Zs comjafeac, and built around a circular tower EéeJa, the interior cf‘ which seems
inaccessible; eacternaf'f}/ there is a moulded. string springing ﬁom the mouth oJ[ an impressive cl}ajon - otherwise the Gastle ts pretty
devoid' o]p architecture or carving, except fér the obviously-restored bits.

L?‘Z:zfa {Jatfu&a

M eventually arrived in this village, to stay with a family ichard knew well, recetving the warmest of welcomes. They all five in
J g Y J g >
a ﬁur—[fe(ﬁ‘oome(f lerm/;ouefe built about twenlf}/ years ago, in concrete and brick but stilf with ﬁature& - the basement store room,
the forcﬁcum-stm’r—foﬁ[f}/, the Eafcony - ecﬁoinj ofder vernacular férms. Father and'mother are around ﬁﬁy, both fave
(sgjmrtrtefy ) spent a ﬁw months in the CLITE but otherwise been hereabouts all their fives. mZZt/zér has fimited fnjfis/f, Jimited
n ﬁct to two words, 4676, "and ‘cheese eacact[y matcﬂnj the extent of‘ my ﬁo&nz’ac, dobro’ &00([) and Fval’ (tﬁank‘ you ),
enouj/; to allow a rather basic w‘or@ny re/ation&/té']o. ?atﬁder is c/fee;fuf and’ fh’end:/}/; do not be alarmed’ zf fe asks you to ﬁe/ fits
knee - it is to demonstrate the existence ?][‘ a titanium Jofate and bolts within. %&itz’nj jraﬁcl&/fifc[;‘en in the dtates, ke started work
asa rooff‘er ( ﬁ“g]oinj to earn many times what ke would at home ) but on his second’ Jc{}/ ﬁff six metres onto concrete. e company
emff(v]inj fiim Jyaz't[ ft‘vr the rebuild (yp the knee, terrzﬁef the authorities bw would'; ﬁn([ out tﬁve!}/ were emffoyinj z'ffeyaf Jabour - the
doctor was told he had" ﬁffen down a féw‘ steps whilst with the jrandbﬁ?fd}en. Then there were three sons, all in their twenties. The
youngest Kﬂmef, our tour juit/é 7 at univeren'é}/ in ﬁi/ﬁlc, the elder twe J’oz'net[ @ thetr wives, one with two fittle 50}/6‘. Then
there was jranzlfat/;er in ks Jate seventies, afufays wearz'nj a black afrenc/; beret. :}L,fe was the butt 9f‘ the ﬁmz’.ﬁl J’o@;& - fits
@focﬁoncﬁz’a ( every tﬂzy fe announced e was > going to the tﬁvctor), fis reyCuJaf to go out z]p any wind ( even a jentefy breeze/ was
b—fowinj, and fits unreyuz'tez[ Jove ﬁr an equa/fy zyet[ widow next door. %ff the above fived in the house, aftﬁoujff  part (yp the barn
afonjm'clé Fad been converted into a summer Kitchen , above the ﬁve immamfatefy-k;sft cow's in their basement @re and below the
FJ{}/ f(ﬁ. The  guest is contz'nuaf[y fét[ and the coﬁ‘ée  pot on the table con&tantfy restocked - as is ones cup ?f one dares drain it.
ﬁ;;t Joeg]gﬁ;’ smoke most of‘ the time, and in the ﬁac@roun([ the W (79/15/& Groatian  pop videos. cq‘mzyz'ne a Groatian  pop video -
yes, you are Jaroﬂlffy nj/t%. .

fvenz'nj spent sitting outside Jamfﬂnj ﬁot[&tuﬁ% and” Foal s ﬁﬁmz[ ’ ( "Groatian red wine ),' a Jaacg of‘ semt -féraf ij& Funj
around in /Rz]ae of‘ fick;'njs, and the ﬁmz’fy s tortoiseshell-and-white cat arrived and was very ﬁient[!f}/. T nature seemed present



when we were alsc joined. 173/ a mouse and then a Fuje stag beetle, but the cat rather egaoz'fef tﬂnjs l{—}/ Jaromjaté/ eating
both, the Jatter with Joud auncﬂnjw.

Monday 30t April. Cottages, Castles and Caves

FHawoke to the fightest of rain, then after an ample and feisurely broakfust drove along winding gravel tracks, usually following the
crest of a wooded ridge, in search of an o/l cottage Richard hud scen befere. Eventually foundit, kidden in trees a kundred metres
beyond the end of the negotiable track. Jt was a simple single-storeyed uilding, just three roems under a stecp shingled roof, now
heme to an elderfy andvery threadbare dog whe just stared at us and wandered off'into the trees without betraying any emotion
cther than a supreme world-weariness. Nearby a small upright gravestone, duted 1973, perkaps marked the demise of the Jast
liwman inkiabitant. We drew and'measured; than moved on to a more elaborate house, only just abandoned; a sort of wooden bastle, .
The ground~flocr byre had walls of massive horizontal plans devetailed together at the angles, with posts midway afong, and a mere
conventional timber-framed upper floor, jettied out all round. JThe family now five in a framed and clay-daubed block alongside
(i in the 1960s); out came the cofffee pot. I gave them a sketck of the ol howse, they gave us a piece of ofd carved woedivork:
Richard dreve down to the village and bought them seme groceries, they insisted on giving kim a box with a set of (Ghinese) cups

ﬂnJJlluCETJ. .

gn the afl‘ernoon we headed back south down the main road as ﬂr as gﬁr;ac'yrml; where the fill is crowned b:}/ a rutned cast/e
encfodinj,. as ('zfien, a mosque. The brand new Joorcﬁ and stainfess-steel cfatftﬁ'nj (?f the minaret did not eacactfy ' give the mosque any
atr OJF zmtz'guz'f}/, but thisis mz'erazli’nj. ;? young and’; ﬁi’en(lfy verger ( 7) (2798]16‘([ up fér us; inside the main /fot(y ?f' the mosque fad
walls 1.2 m thick, and on cfz'm/i_z'nj the steep and dark. eyﬂllraf statr in the minaret we ﬁuncf that it was actuafefy a timber construction
o]p sorme age. The castle kas Juﬁ[éretf much, the walls li—ez'nj Eatlfy robbed in the Gommunist era o]p the mid-20th century, but a fm’r
part '?f the curtain stands, with - Jartz]'ectinj Jao[yyonaf towers, and there is a detacked round tower outside it, with a domicalvauilt,
rz:j/zdt on the e{ye (y[‘ a fimestone crag; it is not quz'te clear fow it reJated to the main castle.

We then made our way to Redetine K ula, where there is ancther ruined medieval round tower, really quite simifar (but this time
an empty J/Feff), Jimifarfy sited on the edge of a fimestone precipice. A steep juffy Jeads down from the tower to a natural arch
through a wall of cfiff, and’then to a cave entrance right beneath the tower. A Judicrously ifl-equipped speleclogical expedition
(three pecple, one tiny head torch) explored about 150 m of passage at a cost of getting our shoes extremely mudidy. The entrance
lrad been walled wp at seme time, and there scemed te be remains of ancther wall a fow metres in. Deyond the cave cpened into a
sizeable cavern; we turned back, after passing a cow's skull grinning from a rock. Tthead the passage reared uphifl amengst huge
boulders, although there may well Fieve heen a way through or over. Tow do the cave and tower refate ! There is saidto be a cave
below the Pecigrad castle as well..

cggturnz'nj north tgaz'n, we Jt(zfa]aet[ to z'nve&tg'jtrbet[ a l[éct{}ll'nj house beside the road - a /;em{}/ stone basement, a ﬁamet[ upper ]qoor
with Cfl{}/ daub walls and a Jﬂnjf(;’ rm?f.‘ The owner assured us that fis jranzlfat/;er had built it in 1959, in fnjfanz[ it would fave
been 1 ]’M century at the Jatest. ji 7s Ja/utarg}/ rea/z'a'nj that one is ofder than a clécayinj vernacular lfui/tﬁnj.

Tuesday 1 May. Barking Mad

Useful invention fantasised into existence after a sleepless Bosnian night - a remote digital dog de-barker. Takes four AA
batteries, range up to 300 metres. Switch on, wait for the green light, press the red button - and every canine is frozen into
silence mid-woof, its jaws clamped together. Or rather more brutally, ene could stmply take a mackine gun to the pack bencath the
window - there is cfearf}l such weaponry still around to Judge ﬁom the odd ratatat burst Jast nég/ft which accomJaanz'et[ the accordion
Jofa{}/z'n 1g and song as Jocals celebrated their bank %fz'dk}/.



@mer s totttye

Chner @menyi,fiw eg’y/t%y and fivesin a cottage that redéﬁneJ both the m{;ective vernacular and’ ferfg]m also the noun Icottzye ;
tz'ml;er—f}amet[ with Cfl{}/ daub walls, two rooms {one has a Wz'n(léw‘) and a straw thatch Fa&v covered with random  pieces of‘ metal
sheet, held down b:}/ a féw‘ tree branches thrown across it. One room fas a stove, with its pipe Jaofz’ny up tﬁdroujﬁd the jfoomy chaos
above, it is pretty much chaos beJow as well, with fitt/e that relates to normal kuman fz'vz'nj arrangements. z;% . piece cy[‘ ofd fc'mm sheet
on the f7oor serves as a bed. ?:Fowever Ormeris ﬁt, active, and claims never to have seen a doctor in his fz'jé; neither kas his younger
brother 61 mere seventy. ) who is Fand:ffoujﬂnj the ﬁef([ outside; a younger refative is turning a gyn'ttec[ Jamb (itJ eyes still ﬁmet[
ina mournfuf stare, ) over an open ﬁre. ?72‘55, have some bottles of‘ coke, and are joinj to fave a Jaargl that afiernoon. q’fﬂoufc[ we J'oz'n
them ! “We are the real. Jaeg]afe ’t/l‘éy said.

gioc&w'zf

Jt is now safe to walk up to Podievied Gastle as the mines kave been cloared [ from the foctpath; the man who assured us of this said”
fie had taken  part in the cfearz'nj, and ﬁu:m[ twelve mines with kis own bare hands ... gg’ffow tape bounds the Jaat/ﬁ the trees
lfg}/om[ kave boards with skulls-and-cross-bones cn. Jhis is another ancient strongpoint that saw action in the 1990s war, and in
fc‘zct Juﬁérez[ extensive c[bmzye. O/ f/ﬂvtgjnga/ﬁr show the /fuje circular )€9€]§ towering above the curtain walls, and a remarkable

1 6M—centu7:}/ timber mosque - comjafete with minaret, Jaerc/tdet[ on top ij the jﬂe%use. W hat is feﬁ o]p the Eee:fa is now shattered and’
almost féaturefe&&, and the mosque is a féw burned beams, but this is still a dramatic site, and the shell <?f‘ an octzyonaf tower at one

end’ OJC the oval. ﬁaz'fey is 7uz'te comffete.

Beside the road near Podzvizd we spotted ancther framed Fouse, derefict and soon to be demokished: Tiis one had a stone basement
and'a framed first floor (and attic) with contemporary brick infill. Hccess was by a ground-floor deor and internal stair; the byre
ladits own separate deerway. St the back was the uswal pendant garderobe with its triangular heole in the plank flocr. Locals said
the howse hud been built just after the Second Werkd War '

(397‘[ ?ﬂu&e&

We then explored the valley running west from Felje, to fook for Gathelic or Orthodox Fowses, whick Rickard thought would
Sollow a different tradition. et Sifjkevala we spotted ene picturesque semi-derefict growp. The focal furmer, already well into his
bank oliday celobrations, showed Richard his tattoos as avisual aidin recounting the story of kis five marriages, PR
thankfully escapedto sketch. This really was quite a different house, said’to have been built by a Serk. On a sloping site, the
stone basement contained two byres. Jhe plank-and-post upper floor was entered via a Jater porch on the uphill side whilst on the
downhill was a full-Jength balcony with the usual gardercbe at one end. %fﬁnj@, the weather hoarding at one end of the attic was
decorated with cross-shaped Joops, the one motif all Mustin buildings aveid. Inside on one of the walls was a sticker with a
portrait of a smifing grey-haired man called Babo ( Papa’), a business man who during the War decided to settle things by
turning from successfiul chicken furmer to warlord, and raising Fis own private army to fight everybody else. e is currently in
Jail on war crimes charges, and the area is dotted with the rusting remains of kis chicken farms.

z;% quz'ck~ search revealed ﬁur more o]p these more ef(mjate Derd houses all within as couJofe cjp kilometres. :%t «\Ziyfuz'k— a rutnous

example bore a notice warning s that it was inkabited by a guard dog named DenTo who bayed and rattled on kis chiins so much
that the tottering building - its basement wall had Jargely gone, Jeaving the upper floor poised and precarious - threatened collapse.
Walking up atrack we adjudged too rough for the car we found a third; its floor all gone, and Jooking across the valley to the north
a fourth. Jhis turned out to be the best-preserved of all, with a full-Jength gallery on the north. &cﬁ?m[ and R _amel chimbed in
through a window (the door was naifed up,) and then kurriedly skinned out again as they spotted the owner approaching. Jhis was

Tomeo, a erb: there was no Jaroli_fem, in ﬁct within minutes we were seated in his jan[en and’ Jz'muftaneou&fy presented with coke,



white wine (his own ) and coffee. T told ws the empty house was built 32 years age (1975!): next to is own house was

ancther bank house (afthough built on a gentler slope) which was plastered and fooked thereughly archaic; this one was ofder, buift
in 1957. FHe then took us to Fis mill a Jovely fitthe post-and-plank stracture, said to bed 150 years ol but reconstructed o its
Jpresent site more recently. Jt was fully eperative - we were treated to a demonstration. Tomo claimed to be the Jast man in the area to
be able to make the wooden waterwheels with their paddle-fike spoons . ﬂun'nj the recent war he kad adapted the mill to provide
fis Rowse with eloctricity as well, and sat tight as the shells flew over his hiead from the Groatian forder a Kilometre to the west. T
is @ Serh but ke is a clean Sert said K amel to me in a fow voice; not all Serbs are clean .

Wednesday 2nd May

7’7‘([71 jTOVllI

One Jast trip out, past ﬂjmﬂzw'zrt[ and east to another /ﬁlfftgy castle, a shattered crag o]c a ﬁrtreJJ crowning a Feavi[y wooded crag
rising z[i'rectfy above the fittle town of' %anjmvaz The narrowest oJC Jwt/z:f swings JteeJofy ufwarcﬂf ﬁom the town square, past a
ruined wall that may mark an outer - gate, within z'mmezﬁate{y within tt, a natural cave; was this mjn?]qcant, and défiﬁerate{y
enclosed within the castle 7 ji 75 now J’th a féw metres cyp craw/, but could kave been z'nﬁffel The Joat/; rises to another gateway
(retaz'm’nj one drawbar tunnef) into the outer lfaz'fey, which occupies a J/feff‘ on the west and north ?f‘ the castle  proper. Thts kad
ranges around a rectanjufar court, with towers at each corner. 7ﬁat at the north-east corner, a b-z:jr round one, 7s best JareJervet[, and’
here a scramble up ﬁom the outer ward ojﬁ[énf the eastest way into the upper parts of‘ the ruin. Little remains &?f‘ the other towers,
but the walls (?f‘ the narrow north ran 1ge are still substanti af[}l present, and- parts (?f‘ the east ran 1ge z'ncfucﬁnj a tunnel-vaulted
basement and a thick outer wall with a Ez:ﬂ g‘otﬁ;’c arch ( /l‘éatfl'/j/ z'viet[) /ﬁjﬁ up that may mark a b}{}/ window. Otherwise there was
fittle in the way ?f‘ architectural ﬁature&, or dressed stone, and the walls were rouj/f rubble.

We guested around for suitable viewpoints to get a good distant view of the castle, but the trees around had grown so kigh as to
shroud the ruined walls. Up a road’to the north-east we found ene Jast vernacular hiowse, ancther variant on the Jocal type. This
one had aplank-and-post byre (but with posts at the corners rather than simply joints between the planking J and a covered”
external stair Jeading up to a Jobly serving both the main rooms and'the usualpendant garderobe. Jhe stecp hip-ended rocf was
shingled, then had been covered by neat sheets of stainless steel.

Thien it was time for funch and fond farewells to the family at Mata K Sadiusa, departing chutcking gifis of freshly-baked maize
bread; and coffee. Dack down the main road south, through -Dikac and over the border inte roatia again. We made one bricf
detour to Udbina, following a brown tourist sign {a rarity here y,  pointing to the “Gathedral of It szes. UdFbina turned out to
be the bleakest of illtep towns, mostly Gommunist era brick and concrete huildings, about kalf of them burned out or derefict,
without as much as a kint of a cathedral. However Just as we were about to give up ancther sign pointed on, beyend the town aleng a
gravel track through cpen pastures, and at the end we found the foundations and Jower walls of the cathedral, obviously recently
excavated and stil] being conserved. The church had an aislefess nave, chancel, and an apsidal sanctuary with big radiating
buttresses and on the south what Jooked Jike part of a cloister. Jhere were no architoctural foatures however, or interpretive

material, but the clearance and consolidution at Jeast show that Groatia kas an eyeto its past, andto Jao&n’[fe future tourtsm..

One Jast red wine and a sandwick at Ladar airport, and Richard departed to the hostel before making his way to Dabhnatia to do
some repains on fiis house there; PTR caught the 8.00 pm planet back to Standsted; a smooth and uneventful flight that arrive
Falff an fiour early, bafore spending a sloepless night (with a bud cough) in a Fotel at Disheps Stortford befere the 8.15 am
Easyjet northte Newcastle.
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